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SENSIBLE SOLUTION TO CHRONIC HOMELESSNESS 
FOR PEOPLE WITH CONVICTIONS 
 

Let people live in the homes they already have available 
 

HB 3913 Rep. Slaughter 
 
 
HOUSING IS THE BASIS FOR STABILITY AND SUCCESS. WHY TAKE IT AWAY? 

 

Housing is a fundamental human need and the foundation for a positive and productive life. Yet residency 
restrictions force thousands of Illinoisans into homelessness and re-incarceration. Some 80% of Chicagoans 
made homeless by these laws are Black men on the west and south sides of Chicago. And 1 in 42 Black men in 
our entire state are listed on public conviction registries. 
 
 
 

Even people with stable housing are forced into homelessness 
 

• Most people who are homeless and listed on registries actually have stable 
and welcome homes to live in. But their homes are made “illegal” by Illinois 
residency restrictions, which block out most non-rural housing. 

• Many people are forced out of good homes—even when they rent, own, or 
live with family who need them. The restrictions are always in flux. 

 

Once people are homeless, Illinois makes them register 52 
times per year, which is not tenable 
 

• Illinois law requires people who are homeless and registering on a public 
conviction registry to report weekly in person to police. People who have 
housing register once per year. 

• Going to the police station causes people to miss a day of work, face job 
loss, and lose job prospects. Some people can’t afford the weekly bus fare. 

• This maze of laws leads to new incarcerations for technicalities. Most homeless people on registries now 
have convictions for missing a weekly registration, staying at an address after it has become ineligible, or not 
registering within the 72-hour window. 

 

These discredited laws waste immense police and prison resources 
• CPD detectives conduct 26,000 re-registrations per year of homeless people alone, collecting and 
uploading the same forms each week. Rote paperwork is an ineffective use of police resources. 

• Some 1,400 Illinoisans are stuck in prison past their release dates simply because they are homeless. 
Residency laws block their housing options and they get denied for release due to “insufficient housing.” 

• One-third of those incarcerated past their release dates are in prison on administrative felonies, most which 
stem from lack of housing. We make housing impossible, and keep people incarcerated for being homeless. 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

NO-COST SOLUTIONS 
                                

RESULTS 
                                1. By reducing the artificial housing crisis: 
• Many or most homeless people on registries can 
house themselves at no cost to the state.  
• IDOC will be able to significantly reduce the 
backlog of people past their release dates. 

2. Police across Illinois will have 61,000 less 
registrations per year.  

3. Administrative violations will plummet, reducing the 
administrative labor and costs of arrests, 
incarcerations, parole violations, and re-registration. 

 

1. Reduce housing banishment laws from 500 feet to 250 
feet to open up housing in Illinois, enabling people to 
find homes and not be forced out of them. 

2. Allow homeless people to register at police annually or 
quarterly like housed people do, instead of weekly. 
They, like all people on registries, will still be 
additionally required to report in person any changes 
in residency, jobs, education, cars, etc.  

This would only apply to murder, violent offenses against 
youth, and sex offense registries. 

 

  DISCREDITED POLICIES 

• Residency restrictions are 
discredited policies that 
banish people from most 
housing for life. 

• When we don’t let people 
live in their homes, they have 
to live in trains, buses, cars, 
tents, and emergency rooms. 

• Many states do not have 
these laws at all. They found 
that they have no public 
safety value—and very likely 
increase crimes of poverty. 

 


